228                    KARAKHITAI (SI LIAO).
of his realm.684 The Khitan prince then arrived at Belasagun, and the descendant of Efrassiyab abdicated, merely retaining the title Ilk-Turhan3 or chief of the Turks. After this the gurkhan of Kara Klutai appointed governors in all the provinces of his empire, from l&m-kidjik to Barsertfjan, and from Taras to Tawidj.***
of this lake he reached the city on the liver Su ye, which was about six or seven Urn circuit, and where the merchants from the surrounding countnes congregate. Here was also the residence of bhehu, the khan of the Tuikb (Stan. Julien, " Me'm s 1 Centred Occid ," and " Vie de Hiouen Thsang "). The Su ye of the Buddhi&t monk and the Su% ye of the T'ang history are the same, and only the Chui or OKu river can be meant.
684  Compare the report of the Mohammedan merchants found m the Km shi and above translated, that Gu-sse-o-lu-do had &unendered to Ta-thi without offeung resistance
685  With the exception of Faras, the places or countries here noticed are unknown to me.    Concerning the Utter place, I beg to refer to note 23, m which I tried to determine the position of ancient Taras from the fragmentary statements on it left by the Mohammedan authors.    There can be no-doubt that this city was situated on the river which &till beard the name of Tolas, and probably not far from the present Aulie-ata, on the great highway leading from the Hi river to Samarkand.    The Buddhist monk Huan Thsang, quoted m note 583, who proceeded by this way in A.D 630, after leaving Su ye (the Chu river) came 400 fa west to a well-watered country, which he calls Tsien, tfaWn, or "thousand springs," and  which on the south is bordered by snowy mountains, and on the other sides is level tableland     Going from the Thousand Springs westward 140 or 150 It, he came to the town of Ta-lo-az', which was eight or nine li in circuit, where merchants from all parts assembled and lived here with the natives.
Vivien de St. Maitm, in his geographical notes appended to Stan. Julien'a translation of Huan Thsiing's narrative, identifies Tsien tsuan with a place, Ming lulak, south of Lake Karakul, thus carrying the traveller far north-west, and then locates his Ta-lo-sz' between the aforesaid lake and the laxartes But this view is untenable. Ming bulak, meaning " Thousand Springs " in Mongol and other languages of the East, is a quite frequent name for places m Mongolia and Central Asia. It seems to me that the Thousand Springs of the Chinese traveller, bordered on the south by snowy mountains, whilst on the other sides all was level land, must be rather looked for somewheie on the northern slope of the high mountain range stretching from Luke Issikul westward, and marked on Russian maps as Alevander s chain. Many mers and torrents, tributaries of the Chu, run down from these mountains, which are very rich in watercourses. The great highway from Kuldja to Tashkand or to Samarkand crosses all those nvers, and also the Talas at Aulie-ata. I have, therefore, no doubt that Huang Thsang's way from the river Chu to Che shi (Tashkand) followed the same direct route ulong the northern slope-